
Research Log          Name:  ________________________________ 

 
What is your topic or research goal? (if helpful, express it in the form of a question) 

 

 

Make a list of possible search terms here.  Collect good search terms from every source you use.  Identify synonyms and related terms that 

might be helpful.  In the catalog, think about searching terms that are broader than your topic to locate a book with a chapter on your topic. 

 
 
 

Date Information source—
name it to avoid repetition—  
which online catalog?, which 

database, reference book, 

or Internet site? 

What was your search strategy?  Record the 
exact search you tried to avoid repetition.  Did you 

field search or keyword search?  Did you search by 

subject?  Did you use a keyword search and Boolean 

logic? (Boolean logic is combining concepts using 

<and> to narrow; <or> to broaden) 

Search results  
total # of hits 

# of relevant or useful results 

Evaluation of search results  
value of information found, problems with the search 

strategy or results, what to do next etc. 

What new search terms did you identify? 

 

 
 

    

 

 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 



 
Date Information source—

name it to avoid repetition— 
which online catalog?, which 

database, reference book, 

or Internet site? 

What was your search strategy?  Record the 
exact search you tried to avoid repetition.  Did you 

field search or keyword search?  Did you search by 

subject?  Did you use a keyword search and Boolean 

logic? (Boolean logic is combining concepts using 

<and> to narrow; <or> to broaden) 

Results  
total # of hits; 

# of relevant or useful results 

Evaluation of search results  
value of information found; problems with the search 

strategy or results, what to do next, etc. 

What new search terms did you identify? 

 

 
 

    

 

 
 

    

 

 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 
 
 

    

 

If you need more pages, go to the library website under Research Guides/Forms and print additional copies of page 2. 


